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priestes stonde rounde about him and come no xiyer to the
kyng then iiij pacys of. And when the kyng spekyth thei harkyn
to him with grete reverence. And when he hathe made an ende
of his dyner the prestes take awaie all the subbres1 of the rneate
and carie it unto a certein place and put it on the grounde, and
then thei clappe ther handes together and with ther calling ther
cometh certein blacke crowis w1"- be brought up and acustorned
to come at this calling, and thei ete all the subbres of the kinges
meate. There is a grete penaltie put upon him that kylleth these
crowes, wherfore thei be verie tame and familier.
THE prestes be ther in a maner as the grete Chanons or
dignities be here, and when the king wyl marye he never He
with his wife tyl suche tyme as the hie priest hath lien with
her, and this he dothe not for nought, but hath a grete reward
geven him for his labour, the wc- custome onelie the king of fol. jg
caiicut dothe kepe and none other. And when so ever the king
of calicut goeth to eny place or a huntyng, the prestes aforseid,
although thei be but xxv yere old, thei shal reste at home
keping the quene and be continually w1 her, and more pleasure
thei can not do to the king then for to please her.
WHEN the king dieth his children nor his bretherne nor his
brothers children shal enherit the kyngdome, but it shal come by
lawe of the countrie to his sisters sones, and if he hathe none then
it shal go to the next of his kynne and blode and not to his
chyldren, for being the quene so comon w* thes prestes brami-
nioSj thes children be in dout to be his. And the king being
dead all the naturalles of his countrey shewith grete heavynes
for viii daies after, thei go not a fysshing nor do none other
worke but mourne, and when the king or any of thes braminios
or nayres w011 be gentilmen dieth, thei burne ther bodies in a
grete tyre, and do that sacrefyce to the idoll the devill, and ther
asshes thei gather into a bottel of erthe and burie it in ther
houses. And when thei burne thes dead bodies thei cast divers
maners of swete smelles into the fyre as lynohvel, minjoye,3
storac and encense, w* divers other maners of trees odori-
ferous, wch thinges thei laie upon the fier and the dead bodie
1 Sp. $obra=leavings.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    2 Lignum aloes, myrrh.